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shattered continent been able to do or what had it cared
to do for itself in all these broken years. How did such
Governments as India has had deal with the question or did
they touch it at all, those Governments of the sword and
the spear?

Seeing how ancient is Indian philosophic teaching,
literature and artistic learning, and how deep in many
directions in the past her scholarship, what lead has Britain
given in helping a revival, and how does the result now
stand in the Condominium?

If we glance again at the recent past, we at once see how
all the energies of the British were expended in bringing
peace to the shattered land, giving security to traders, ensur-
ing that a modicum of personal safety and prosperity should
exist in a land which had been withered to the last blade
of grass by the devastation of Mahratta and Pindari hordes.
The last had but followed the ruthless extirpations and
slaughters of the Duranis, and the equally domineering
Gurkha conquests of the Duns. Order, peace, security for
trade, sufficient income for men to live, and the extirpating
of such foul horrors as the widespread semi-religious murder
and robbery of the secret Thug community, widow-burning,
female infanticide and human sacrifice were the first needs.
With such to handle, was the Company's Government likely
to be more advanced in the matter of education than Merry
England whence it derived?

When the British came to India there were no printed
books in Indian tongues, and no Western education had been
introduced, while since local Governments at first could but
keep the peace and develop the national essential of agri-
culture, there was little to be done but let the indigenous
process alone for a while.

THE POSITION AT THE BEGINNING OF THE NINETEENTH

CENTURY

But that was little enough, save for the rather tattered
survivals of earlier religious endowments, and such private